Specificity and antigenicity of mycoside G and other glycolipids from Mycobacterium marinum.
The purpose of this work was to examine the immunologic properties of the phenolicglycolipid produced by M. marinum (mycoside G). Cell mass processed with organic solvents yielded a lipid extract containing mycoside G and four other glycolipid fractions (G2 to G5). No mycoside G was found in the Mycobacterium marinum type strain. Neither mycoside G, nor fractions G2, G3 and G4 were immunogenic in the rabbit whereas fraction G5 was very immunogenic. The immune serum raised in the rabbit showed that fraction G5 is species specific since it was consistently detected in all Mycobacterium marinum strains examined so far.